GAPIMNY Scene

Jesus Comes Out

June 2004 through
January 2005
June ‘04 General Meeting —
Gender and the Queer API
Experience
In June, GAPIMNY collaborated with leaders
from the Queer Asian Pacific Legacy
Conference Women s Caucus to host a
discussion on gender and APIs.˚ A packed
multi-gender general meeting brought together
women, men, and transgender folks to talk
about how we construct and live our gender
as queer APIs.˚ With the understanding that our
hurts around sexism and homophobia were
intrinsically related to mainstream
heterosexism and transphobia, we explored the
common ground as well as the divergent spaces
shared by our queer API gender identities.

The following text comes from a sermon delivered by GAPIMNY member Rev. Patrick S. Cheng at
Metropolitan Community Church of Hartford on February 6, 2005. The gospel readings referenced
here are 2 Peter 1:16-21 and Matthew 17:1-9.
=====================================================================

yellow to match our 2003 GAPIMNY T-shirts
and, more importantly, to symbolize unity
among all the gay Asian Pacific Islander
communities in the city. And emblazoned
on the face of each balloon was our new
catchphrase
GAY AND ASIAN,
NOTHING LOST IN TRANSLATION.
The phrase was a sly takeoff on last year s
Oscar-nominated movie Lost in Translation,
starring Bill Murray and Scarlett Johannsson,
where much of the comedy stemmed from
the failure of westerners and Japanese to
communicate. In contrast, our balloons
trumpeted gay Asian pride in no uncertain
terms by writing out the term for gay in
Korean, Chinese, Hindi, Tagalog and
Vietnamese.

The evening concluded with break-out
discussions for women-identified and trans/
genderqueer and gender-questioning folks
about organizing around queer women s and
trans/genderqueer spaces for support and
activism, along with a separate discussion for
men to explore their role in supporting
women s and trans organizing.˚˚The evening
also jump-started an API women s group called
Q-WAVE (Queer, Womyn, Asian, Visible,
Empowered).˚ GAPIMNY is excited to
collaborate with them on current and future
activities, such as their recent first holiday
season potluck party at the LGBT Center.

June ‘04 GAY PRIDE MARCH —
YELLOW POWER
Nearly 30 diehard GAPIMNY members and
allies ate their Wheaties for an early start and
pounded the asphalt in solidarity with their
Asian brothers for the 2004 edition of
Manhattan Gay Pride. New to the GAPIMNY
section this year was a flotilla of gigantic
yellow helium balloons, gaily lofted overhead
by the marchers. We had chosen the color
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July ‘04 General Meeting —
Alternative Relationships:
Non-Monogamy, Polyamory,
and Things in Between
Can queer Asian men
have multiple
boyfriends all at the SAME TIME?!?! ...be
committed to˚one like-partner and yet mess
around with other guys?!˚...have real loving

Good morning! I m delighted to be here today with you at MCC Hartford. I wanted to
thank Pastor George and Rev. Julio for their hospitality and for their wonderful ministry. I ve heard
so many great things about your congregation over the years, and I feel very blessed finally to be
here in person.
Anyway, it s Super Bowl Sunday, which was always a huge day for all the women at
MCC New York, where I had served as Assistant Pastor a few years ago. It was right up there with
Easter and Pride Sunday. Any football fans out there? I really appreciate the commitment of all the
women who showed up to church this morning, even though I have to confess that I don t really
understand what all this Super Bowl fuss is about. (My partner Michael tells me that the Patriots
are playing again this year.) Well, that s OK we men have the Academy Awards later this month.
Today we also recognize the Lunar New Year, which is a time that our Asian sisters and
brothers around the world celebrate a new beginning with their families and loved ones. I am the
coordinator of Queer Asian Spirit, a ministry by and for lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender
people of Asian descent in the U.S. and abroad, so this is an important time for me and for many
people in my communities.
Anyway, I usually like to preach about the particular animal that is being honored in a
given year. Two years ago, I preached about the Year of the Sheep. That was easy since there are a
lot sheep and shepherds in the Bible. Last year, I preached about the Year of the Monkey. That was
harder, since there weren t a lot of monkeys running around in the ancient Near East.
Well, this year is the Year of the Cock, which seems particularly appropriate for a gay
church. At least for the men, anyway. Oh, behave! Were any of you born in the Year of the Cock?
This is your year if you were born in 1993, 1981, 1969, 1957, 1945, or 1933. Anyone else? According
to the Chinese zodiac, roosters are people who are hard working and definite about their decisions.
They are not afraid to speak their minds. Famous roosters include Yoko Ono, Mia Farrow, and Rod
Stewart.
Astrology aside, the rooster does play an important part in the Christian scriptures, and
particularly in the passion narratives. As you may remember, the apostle Peter, who has a central
role in both of today s readings, denies Jesus three times before the cock crows. Even though Peter
was one of Jesus closest friends, he was reminded by the rooster about how hard it is to come out
about one s faith —something I suspect that a lot of us LGBT Christians have experienced ourselves.
Anyway, what exactly happens to Peter in today s gospel? Well, Peter along with his
fellow apostles James and John climb up a high mountain with Jesus. While they are there, they
see Jesus transfigured, his face shining like the sun and his clothes becoming dazzling white. They
also see Moses and Elijah, representing the law and the prophets in the Hebrew Scriptures. Peter
wants to build three tabernacles to honor them. Suddenly, though, Peter, James and John hear the
voice of God proclaiming that Jesus is God s beloved child. The three of them fall down with fear,
but Jesus tells them to get up and not to be afraid, and their vision ends. Jesus tells them to be silent
about the vision until he has been raised from the dead.
What significance does the Transfiguration have for us today, as lesbian, gay, bisexual,
and transgender people of faith? At first glance, it doesn t seem like this story is something that
most of us can relate to, unless you happen to go around climbing mountains and seeing visions of
Jesus all the time. When I reread this passage yesterday, I thought of the ending of Return of the
Jedi, when we see the trio of Darth Vader, Obi-Wan Kenobi, and Yoda standing around, all aglow in
dazzling and shining light. But, as much as I love Star Wars, that s probably not the best theological
analogy for today s gospel.

Continued on page 26...
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Lesbian & Gay Immigration Rights Task
Force (LGIRTF)
P.O. Box 7741, New York, NY 10116-7741
PHONE: 212-802-7264
WEBSITE: www.lgirtf.org
National Gay and Lesbian Task Force
and the Task Force Policy Institute
214 West 29th St, 5th Fl, New York, NY
10001
PHONE: 212-402-1136
EMAIL: ngltf@ngltf.org
WEBSITE: www.thetaskforce.org
New York Association for Gender Rights
Advocacy (NYAGRA)
24 West 25th St, 9th fl., New York, NY
10010
PHONE: 212-675-3288 ext. 266
WEBSITE: www.nyagra.tripod.com
Nodutdol for Korean Community
Development
37-48 61st Street, Woodside, New York
11377
PHONE: (718) 335-0419
WEBSITE: www.nodutdol.com
Queer Immigrant Rights Project (QuIR)
Monthky safe space for LGBT and HIV+
immigrants.
PHONE: Will Coley 973-643-1924 x31
EMAIL: wcoley@afsc.org

RELIGIOUS/SPIRITUAL
Metropolitan Community Church of New
York
A church of LGBTQ people open to all
446 West 36th Street, New York, NY 10018
PHONE: 212-629-7440
WEBSITE: www.mccny.org
Rev. Patrick Cheng s Queer Asian Spirit
Site
A resource site dedicated to the spiritual
concerns of queer Asians.
WEBSITE: www.queerasianspirit.org
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Jesus Won Out (continued from page 23)
However, the more I thought about today s
gospel passage, the more I realized that the
Transfiguration is actually something that all of us can
relate to. It s the story of Jesus coming out. In other
words, the Transfiguration is the story of Jesus
revealing his true self to his closest friends. The
dazzling divinity that is hidden inside of him becomes
visible, for the first time, on the outside. This is
confirmed by the presence of Moses and Elijah with
him on the mountain top. The Greek word for
transfiguration is metamorphoo, which means to be
changed or transformed into something else. (That s
where we get the word metamorphosis.) So, when
Jesus comes out to Peter, James and John, he undergoes
a metamorphosis and is literally transformed. Indeed,
he is affirmed at that moment as God s beloved child.
The fact that you are here this morning at
MCC Hartford means that, like Jesus in today s gospel,
you have come out in some way also, either about
yourself or about someone who you care about. It s
no accident that your congregation s vision statement
is Come Out, Come Home. Whenever each of us
reveals our inner lives to others, we are transformed,
just like Jesus was. The dazzling divinity that is hidden
inside of us becomes visible on the outside. We are
forever changed, and we are affirmed as God s beloved
children.
That s not to say that coming out can t be a
scary experience. The apostles who witnessed Jesus
coming out fell to the ground and were overcome by
fear. Jesus had to touch them and tell them not to be
afraid. Many of us have come out to loved ones who
were frightened, particularly when cultural or ethnic
factors are involved. I remember that when I came
out to my mother, her first reaction was to be afraid of
what our family and our Asian American friends would
think about me. I ve heard the same things from my
friends who grew up in African American or Latino
households. Perhaps that was the same kind of fear —
the fear of the unknown —that was experienced by
Peter, James, and John at the Transfiguration.
Also, coming out is a process that never
ends. Yes, it s a huge step to come out to oneself and
to one s family, friends, and co-workers. Yes, it s a
huge step to go into a gay bar for the first time or the
local community center or an MCC church. But
coming out is much more than a one-time event. It s
an ongoing process, and we are always faced with new
situations that force us to decide whether to come out
or not. Even Jesus wasn t quite ready to come out to
everyone after the Transfiguration! He told Peter,
James, and John, for example, that they should be quiet
about the vision until he was raised from the dead.
But eventually they did tell other people about this
good news, and the world was forever changed.

World Beat!
Sri Lanka/Thailand/Indonesia
(Fridae.com)

Sri Lankan Gay Activists Die in
Tsunami Disaster
36 members of the Sri Lankan gay
organization Companions on a Journey
(www.companions-lanka.org) were
confirmed dead in the December 26
tsunami disaster that has claimed over
150,000 lives in 11 countries. Twelve
members of the group remain
unaccounted for while 112 additional
members had their homes destroyed by
the killer waves.
According to Sherman de Rose, the
group s executive director, the coastal line
which the tourists frequent is destroyed
entirely. So, along with it, whatever the
gay-friendly places were, were destroyed
as well Fortunately for the gay community the tsunami didn t make its appearance
in the evening; otherwise lots of gays cruising along the beaches would have perished.
In Thailand, the resort town of Phuket,
a popular gay destination, was hard hit. Ulf
Mikaelsson, a Swede who runs the Connect Guest House and Coffee Bar with his
partner, B rje Carlsson, said most of the
gay businesses are far enough from the
beach to be untouched by the tragedy. He
said that the Phuket gay community is raising funds for those Thais and foreigners
who suffered injury and loss due to the tidal
waves and urged prospective visitors not
to cancel their trips.
It is not known how gay communities
in Indonesia s Aceh province and North
Sumatra have been affected. We never had
any organized contact in Aceh or the island
of Nias in North Sumatra, which have been
hardest-hit, said D d Oetomo, head of
GAYa NUSANTARA. Medan, the closest

major city to Aceh, has a significant gay
population, but was spared due to its distance from the quake s epicenter.
China (Fridae.com)

China s Gays & Lesbians Know
Little About AIDS, Says Survey
A survey of homosexual men, the first
of its kind ever conducted by a Chinese
government agency, was released by the
AIDS prevention department of the Chinese
Center for Disease Control & Prevention,
in collaboration with its branch office in the
northeastern province of Heilongjiang. As
reported in the state-run Xinhuanet, the
survey found that 80.6% of MSM (Men who
have Sex with Men) in Heilongjiang s
capital of Harbin are totally ignorant of their
exposure to HIV, do not understand the
mode of transmission, or believe they are
risk-free.
Lu Fan, director of the AIDS prevention
department, estimated that among all
sexually active Chinese men, approximately
two to four percent are MSM, and that up to
1.4% of these MSM are infected with the
AIDS virus. He said that infection rates
could skyrocket in the next few years unless
stronger prevention efforts were taken
because many MSM in China are extremely
uninformed about AIDS and have
unprotected sex with multiple partners.
According to the survey, 50% of Chinese
gays have had more than one sexual partner.
The study also found that 17.4% of MSM
also have female partners (12.6% are
actually married) and are therefore
increasing the possibility of spreading HIV
to heterosexuals and their newborns. The
survey was taken from an unspecified
sample group of men in Harbin who frequent
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